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The import of ware potatoes into the EU

 is forbidden due to phytosanitary reasons, under the

provisions of Annex III of Dir. 2000/29/EC,

 some derogations are foreseen for the below listed

countries, if specific phytosanitary requirements are

satisfied:

 Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Lybia, Morocco, Syria,

Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey,

 for European third countries which are either

recognized as being free from Clavibacter

michiganensis ssp. sepedonicus (CMS) or in which

provisions recognized as equivalent to the EU

provisions on combating CMS have been complied

with (i.e. Serbia),

 … and two regions of Lebanon (Akkar and Bekaa).

2000-29 DirCons ENG.pdf


PHYTOSANITARY REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPORT

 Points 25.1, 25.2, 25.3, 25.4.1 and 25.4.2 of Annex IV,

Part A, Sect. I of Dir. 2000/29/EC establish specific

requirements for ware potatoes from allowed third

countries

These requirements concern:

 Synchytrium endobioticum (25.1, for tubers originating

in countries where it’s known to occur),

 Clavibacter michiganensis ssp. sepedonicus (25.2),

 Potato spindle tuber viroid (25.3, for tubers, other than

early potatoes, originating in countries where it’s

known to occur),

 Ralstonia solanacearum (25.4.1),

 Scrobipalpopsis solanivora (25.4.2) (…)
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2000-29 DirCons ENG.pdf


 Point 1, of section 1 Annex 1 of the Commission

implementing decision of 16 May 2012 No.

2012/270/EU provides emergency measure to

prevent the introduction into and the spread within

the Union of:

 Epitrix cucumeris,

 Epitrix similaris,

 Epitrix subcrinita,

 Epitrix tuberis.
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2012-270 Dec ENG.pdf
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SPECIAL CASE FOR EGYPTIAN WARE POTATOES
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



 Ralstonia solanaceaum, causing potato brown rot, is an

important disease in Egypt, and since 1996, after

several interceptions and subsequent measures

adopted by France, Finland, Spain and Denmark, EU

adopted an import ban for Egyptian potatoes;

 as a derogation, EU adopted the decision no. 96/301/EC,

providing a first trace back system for Egyptians ware

potatoes;

 provisions of the decision are no longer applied after

more than 5 interceptions of R. solanacearum have

been confirmed;

 Areas (by “village” in delta region, and by “basin” in

desert) were defined and officially established by

Egyptian authorities.
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SPECIAL CASE FOR EGYPTIAN WARE POTATOES

1996-301 Dec ENG.pdf


 Later, with the amending decision 2000/568/EC the

“pest-free-areas” system was adopted, whereby only

potatoes coming from “pest-free-areas”, where R.

solanacearum is known not to occur, are allowed for

trade. Many measures were provided for harvesting,

handling, bagging and labelling of ware potatoes.

 In 2003, after further several interceptions, Egypt

unilaterally decided to stop the trade with EU.

 A subsequent mission of the Commission took place,

to verify the system of controls in production and

marketing.
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SPECIAL CASE FOR EGYPTIAN WARE POTATOES

2000-568 Dec.pdf


Following amending decisions (2004/836/EC,

2005/840/EC; 2006/749/EC/ 2007/842/EC; 2008/857/EC;

2009/839/EC and 2010/714/EU):

 confirmed a general ban of exportation;

 from 2003/04 to 2010/11 production seasons, the

importation into EU of Egyptian potatoes was

allowed only for PFAs productions;

 starting from the season 2011/12 the still in force

Decision no. 2011/787/EU repealed Dec. 2004/4/EC.
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SPECIAL CASE FOR EGYPTIAN WARE POTATOES



The elements of Dec. 2004/4/EC are confirmed, but:

 the import of Egyptian ware potatoes is permitted, if

specific requirements are satisfied (previously it was

“prohibited”);

 there is no more the limit of 6 interception maximum to

stop exportations, in the season concerned;

 there is no more the limitation relating to the EU origin

of seed-tubers, either directly of Community origin, or

once grown from such potatoes, produced in an

approved PFA;

 appropriate labelling requirements of ware potatoes, to

indicate the Egyptian origin, to prevent tubers from

being planted.
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DECISION 2011/787/EU OF 29 NOVEMBER 2011



 PFAs should be included in a list (updated over

time) communicated by Egyptian authorities to the

Commission prior to each import season;

 PFAs comprise either a “sector” (administrative unit

already established which covers a group of

“basins”) or a “basin” (irrigation unit);

 and shall be identified by their individual official

code numbers.
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KEY POINTS FOR TRACEABILITY IN THE DECISION 

2011/787/EU



 Prepared in lots, each of which shall be made up

exclusively of tubers harvested in one single

(controlled) PFA.

 Clearly labelled on each bag, with an indelible

indication of the individual official code number

given in the list of PFAs, and of the lot number.

 Accompanied by the phytosanitary certificate

indicating the lot number(s) under the section

“Distinguishing marks” of the certificate, and the

official individual code number(s), under the

section “Additional declaration”.
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TRACEABILITY OF THE TUBERS 



 Tubers are exported by an officially registered

exporter, whose name or trademark shall be indicated

on each consignment. Lists of exporters and exporting

packing stations are sent to the Commission.

 The MSs shall have notified to the Commission the

points of entry authorised for the import of potato

tubers originating in Egypt, and the name and address

of the responsible official body in charge of each

point.

 The responsible official body in charge of the point of

entry shall have been notified in advance of the likely

time of arrival of consignments of potato tubers

originating in Egypt and their amount.
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TRACEABILITY OF THE TUBERS 



 In the case of suspect and confirmed findings of R.

solanacearum, MSs shall notify them immediately to

the Commission and Egypt.

 MSs shall establish appropriate labelling requirements

with regard to tubers, including the indication of the

Egyptian origin, with the aim of preventing the tubers

of S. tuberosum from being planted.

 MSs shall also take appropriate measures for the

disposal of waste after packaging or processing of the

tubers of S. tuberosum to prevent any spread of R.

solanacearum as a result of a possible latent

infection.
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REQUIREMENT FOR THE MSs IN CASE OF 

R. solanacearum FINDING



Potatoes which originate in Egypt shall be permitted if

the following requirements are satisfied:

 requirements concerning the pest-free areas;

 requirements concerning the tubers to be imported;

 requirements concerning points of entry;

 requirements concerning inspections (testing in

according with Directive 98/57/EC);

 requirements concerning testing for latent infection;

 requirements concerning notifications;

 labelling requirements.
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DECISION 2011/787/EU OF 29 NOVEMBER 2011
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EXAMPLE OF EGYPTIAN POTATO CROPS IN PFAs
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



YEAR
IMPORTED 

TONS
(t)

SHIPS 
(N.)

CONSIGNMENTS
(PHTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES)

(N.)

VISUAL 
INSPECTIONS 

(N.)

LAB 
ANALYSIS

(N.)

2007/08 87.959,03 59 184 3.620 126

2008/09 80.957,54 42 141 3.301 150

2009/10 71.811,35 33 158 2.954 104

2010/11 61.063,63 29 129 2.604 82

2011/12 52.085,65 20 82 2.176 66

AVERAGE 70.775,44
37
(36,6)

139
(138,8)

2.931
106
(105,6)
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SUMMARY OF IMPORT CAMPAIGNS OF 

POTATOES THROUGH TRIESTE PORT 
Data by Phytosanitary Service of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
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EU IMPORTS OF EGYPTIAN POTATOES AND 

INTERCEPTIONS IN 1998-2012

Interceptions Imports
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EXAMPLE OF EGYPTIAN POTATO CROPS IN PFAs
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
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sampling

labelling

dispatching centre

EXAMPLE OF EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
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Trucks in Alexandria

Arrival in Trieste port

EXAMPLE OF EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



2323TRIESTE PORT WAREHOUSE

EXAMPLE OF EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
Pictures by PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



Central 
Server

Egyptian Exporter PPS - Trieste (Italy)

PPS - Egypt

Project admin.

SPIIE Project

Integrated System for Central Information Exchange
By PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
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PPS ACTIVITIES

- sampling

- samples management

- visual checks

- lab checks

- reporting 
RESULTS
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SPIIE Project

Integrated System for Central Information Exchange
By PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
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ERSA Servizio fitosanitario nazionale - ITALIA

Agenzia regionale per lo Servizio fitosanitario regionale - Regione autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia

sviluppo rurale

SFR                                                                                      ERSA - Agenzia regionale per lo sviluppo rurale

IMPORTAZIONE DI PATATE DA CONSUMO DA EGITTO – CAMPAGNA

CAMPAGNA 2008/2009         La presente confezione è stata sottoposta ad ispezione fitosanitaria per 

l ’effettuazione dei controlli previsti dalla vigente normativa

presso il punto d'entrata di TRIESTE (dogana portuale)

Goods submitted to phytosanitary inspection in Trieste port

N° 6499 N° 6499
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EXAMPLE OF LABEL USED FOR SAMPLING 

EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
By PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



Each sampled jumbo is identified

by a plastic label of the PPS.

GREEN bags are used for those

samples to be checked by visual,

WHITE bags are used for those samples

to be checked by lab analysis.
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EXAMPLE OF LABEL USED FOR SAMPLING 

EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
By PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)



Sample 200 tubers per 

lot, from at least 2 

jumbo bags, randomly.

In case lot exceeds

25.000 kg, 200 + 200

tubers have to be

sampled”.

100 TUBERS  +  100 TUBERS

200 TUBERS 

EXAMPLE OF SAMPLING OF

EGYPTIAN POTATO CONSIGNMENTS
By PPS of Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)





CONFIRMED INFECTION:

IMPORTATION IS BANNED

 the hard copy of the Egyptian certificate is 

canceled, with a red stamp;

 adoption of proper phytosanitary measures

 interception and notification (Europhyt)

Symptomless samples

IMPORTATION IS ALLOWED

Suspicious samples

RAPID TEST AND SENT TO LABS

VISUAL INSPECTIONS



 At least one sample from each basin per area shall
be taken (200 tubers per sample from a single lot);

 per each sample tested and confirmed positive, the
extract is properly retained and preserved;

 each sampled lot remains under official control and
cannot be marketed or used until the receiving of
results of the lab analysis;

 in case of confirmed infection, the respective lot is
subjected to one of the following measures:

 refusal;

 re-export to a third country (accepting the
intercepted consignment);

 destruction (burning).
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TESTING FOR LATENT INFECTIONS



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
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